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Name_________________________________________ 

Intro		
Watch the following clip from Lord of the Rings: 

https://youtu.be/Z6XicBBN1l4?t=57s 

In the movie, 10,000 of Saruman's Uruk-hai  lay siege to the fortress of Hornburg, which 
is defended by around 3,300 Rohirrim and Elves. During the battle, nearly all of the 
Elves are killed. The defenders suffer heavy losses, but hold out until dawn, when 
Gandalf had promised he would return. 

This scene has always reminded me of Jesus’ return. Jesus promised that he would 
comeback, but that before that time, things would get a lot worse. Much like that battle 
scene. When Jesus does comeback, however, he promises to be like Gandalf: swiftly 
riding in to save us.  

Review	
Last week, we discussed why Jesus had to die? Death was paying the cost of our sin 
on our behalf. However, we also have learned that Jesus did not remain dead; he was 
resurrected.   

Some of the Disciples thought that because Jesus was resurrected he would begin to 
immediately set all the world to right. That he would finally establish his Kingdom on 
Earth. That he would vanquish all sin from creation – not just from his followers. But 
Jesus did not do that. He stayed with the disciples for a couple of weeks and then 
headed back to Heaven.  

Why did he do that? Is Jesus stalling? What is he waiting for? Why didn’t Jesus 
immediately do all the things he promised? This week were going to look at Jesus’ 
ascension and return.  

The	Ascension		
The ascension was a significant moment in the disciples' personal transformation and 
the advance of the gospel through the church. Luke emphasized the importance of the 
ascension by ending his Gospel with this event and beginning his second volume, Acts, 
with it. 

Up to the moment that Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples seemed to be puzzled, 
trying to figure it all out. But after the ascension, they worshiped Him. They traveled 
back to Jerusalem with great joy. They maintained a regular presence in the temple—
worshiping God. 
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At first, the disciples' reaction to Jesus leaving them, caused them to become deeply 
disturbed. 

He kept them from the brink of utter despair by saying, "You are not losing Me, but I am 
going to be with you in a different way through My Spirit." 

The ascension of Jesus was able to produce joy in the disciples because they realized 
what amazing benefits would come to them when Jesus returned to the Father. When 
Jesus ascended, all the promises regarding the Spirit's ministry to the disciples were 
about to be fulfilled. The disciples accepted His ascension, for they had accepted Jesus' 
word about the promised One to come. Their doubts and fears were gone. They were 
convinced of who He was. They knew that He died to forgive them of their sins. They 
knew He was alive from the dead. In His resurrection, they had hope in victory over 
death. 

They trusted Him. For these reasons, Jesus' departure gave the disciples joy, hope, and 
a mission. 

The benefits of the ascension are many: 

• When Jesus ascended and sat down at the Father's right hand, the Father 
verified the accomplishment of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and 
confirmed that the final payment for sin had been made (Heb. 10:11-14). 

• When Jesus ascended, the intercessory work of Jesus on behalf of His people 
began. In this ministry, we are assured that we will always have access to the 
Father forever (1 John 2:1). 

• When Jesus ascended, His eternal reign over all enemies began. As Peter wrote, 
"Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at God's right hand with angels, 
authorities, and powers subject to Him" (1 Pet. 3:22). 

• Finally, when Jesus ascended, the church was empowered to accomplish its 
mission. In Ephesians 1:22-23, writing about Jesus' resurrection and ascension, 
Paul said, "[God the Father] put everything under His feet and appointed Him as 
head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of the One 
who fills all things in every way." 

Joy, hope, and mission are three consistent responses of the disciples to Christ's 
resurrection and ascension. In light of these two great events, we see the disciples 
transformed and mobilized to follow Jesus on His mission. 

The	Return	of	Jesus	
However, Jesus’ ascended time in Heaven, next to the Father, is not forever. In fact, 
Jesus promised that this would only be temporary until the Father had completed His 
mission through the Church. At that time, Jesus will return.  
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There is much debate on the issue. Often, Christians can get into arguments about 
when/how/where Jesus will return. The goal of discussing the return of Christ is not to 
argue over the finer points of when/how/where Jesus will return. The goal of every 
discussion about Jesus’ return, as far as Scripture is concerned, is to prepare us for it, 
whenever and however it comes. 

With that in mind, we’re going to look at two lengthier passages, one in 1 Thessalonians 
and one in 2 Thessalonians that discuss the return of Christ.   

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Answer the following Questions: 

1. According to verse 13, why is it important to Paul that we understand the return of 
Christ? 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

2. In verse 14, who does Paul say will be with Jesus when He returns?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

3. How do verses 16-17 say the return of Christ will happen?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

4. According to verse 18, why is Paul saying all this? What exactly is his point?  

____________________________________________________  

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:19-5:11 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Paul gives two examples, or metaphors, about how Jesus’ return will happen. What 
are they?  
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2. As a believer, how should we anticipate Christ’s coming – hint vs. 6 and 8?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to verse 9, what has God destined believers for? 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
4. According to verse 11, what is the point of these words?  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

Now let’s turn to 2 Thessalonians. 

 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:4-12 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Concerning the Thessalonians, of what is Paul proud in verse 4?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

2. Relief will come, according to verse 7, when?  

____________________________________________________ 

3. How does verse 7 depict Christ’s coming?  

____________________________________________________ 
 

4. What will happen to evil men at this time?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What does Paul ask of the Thessalonian believers early in this passage?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

3. Verse 8 tells us what will happen to the man of lawlessness. What is it?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
   

So, 1 and 2 Thessalonians is pretty clear—Jesus is coming back. When He does, those 
who have placed their faith in Him will be with Him forever. All this should be talked 
about by believers, not so they can argue the finer points of End Times Theology, but so 
that they can build each other up and encourage each other with the truth. 

The bottom line for us is this: Jesus is coming back and we need to be ready, alert, and 
self-controlled. 

A lot of times people think being surprised by the return of Christ means by the timing of 
it, but Paul really just wants us not to be caught off guard when Christ comes. In other 
words, Jesus should not be surprised by how we’re living (if He could be surprised), 
because we should be living for Him. 

The Book of Revelation also has a lot to say about Jesus’ return, the end of this present 
world, and the creation of the new Heavens and new Earth. However, it is clouded in a 
lot of mysterious language and images. Many have tried to identify what each of the 
symbols and images mean so that they can know exactly when Jesus will return, but 
that’s not why John wrote Revelation. He wrote Revelation to show that Jesus is God 
and man, our King and savior, and to give a warning and hope to all believers. 

Watch “The End of Time” by The Story Teen Edition  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSO1MPbtCJo 

 

 


