
 

What	is	Salvation?	
Grace	

Intro	
Have you ever had a job? Doing what? Did you earn a lot of money? You don’t have to 
give dollars and cents, but did you feel you were well-paid, or should you have gotten 
more?) Was it hard work? 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you enjoy it, or was it drudgery? Did you take it seriously or not? 

 

 

A lot of people see Christianity as a job. You put in your hours, you do your religious 
stuff, and then you get to go to heaven. 

Do you know people who seem to think this way? 

What’s the problem with this approach? When you view your faith as a job, how does 
that affect your attitude about God? 

 

 

 

 

Recap	
Last week, we looked at the problem of Sin. Sin is our turning away from God, our 
denial of our relationship with God, and our attempt to live independently from God. The 
outcome of sin is death – spiritual and physical. Romans 6 tells us that, “the wages of 
sin is death.” That is, the cost or debt of sin is death. In response, some have tried to 



 

work their way out of their sin. They think if I act good enough, if I do enough religious 
things, then I will pay off my cost of sin.   The problem with this view is that it looks at 
faith as our job, which demands a reward. Unfortunately, However, scripture tells us that 
“we are justified by faith apart from works of the law.” Meaning we cannot work or earn 
our way out of our sin. The reason we can’t work off our debt is because it is too great a 
debt. The good news God want to give us a gift of a paid bill. We call that gift grace. 
This is what we are going to look at this morning 

 
What is the differences between getting a job to buy to something (like an iPhone 7, an 
x-box or whatever) and receiving it as a gift? It may seem obvious, but write down the 
answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE  

 
A true gift is never earned. We never earn a Christmas or Birthday presents. They are 
given freely because a person loves us. Sometimes we do something that merits a gift, 
but that is NOT a true gift – it’s more of a reward. For example, if you earn straight A’s 
your parents might buy you a new phone as a reward for your work. Sometimes we 
think of these as gifts because your parents didn’t have to give you an award. However, 
if you did not get the A’s, your parents wouldn’t have bought you the phone. Therefore, 
it is a reward. People often times approach God and faith with this same posture. I need 
to be good enough for God to reward me with salvation.  



 

This is where grace comes in. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us 
as our sin deserves (Ephesians 2:8). Grace is the essence of the gospel (Acts 20:24). 
Grace gives us victory over sin (James 4:6). Jesus Christ is the embodiment of grace, 
coupled with truth (John 1:14). 

Although we all have sinned and cannot undue the effects of sin on our life, God choose 
not to leave us to our fate. He sent His only Son to die for our sin (John 3:16), 
guaranteeing our salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life through faith in Jesus 
(John 14:1–4). “He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 
This inheritance is kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3–4). Grace is a gift or blessing 
brought to us through Jesus.  

Grace is a gift or blessing brought to us through Jesus. The idea of grace as a gift is an 
important analogy because it teaches us some key things about grace: 

First, anyone who has ever received a gift understands that a gift is much different from 
a loan, which requires repayment or return by the recipient. The fact that grace is a gift 
means that nothing is owed in return. 

Second, there is no cost to the person who receives a gift. A gift is free to the recipient, 
although it is not free to the giver, who bears the expense. The gift of salvation costs us 
sinners nothing. But the price of such an extravagant gift came at a great cost for our 
Lord Jesus, who died in our place. 

Third, once a gift has been given, ownership of the gift has transferred and it is now 
ours to keep. There is a permanence in a gift that does not exist with loans or advances. 
When a gift changes hands, the giver permanently relinquishes all rights to renege or 
take back the gift in future. God’s grace is ours forever. 

Fourth, in the giving of a gift, the giver voluntarily forfeits something he owns, willingly 
losing what belongs to him so that the recipient will profit from it. The giver becomes 
poorer so the recipient can become richer. This generous and voluntary exchange from 
the giver to the recipient is visible in 2 Corinthians 8:9: “You know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich.” 

Finally, the Bible teaches that grace is completely unmerited. The gift and the act of 
giving have nothing at all to do with our merit or innate quality (Romans 4:4; 11:5–6; 2 
Timothy 1:9–10). In fact, the Bible says quite clearly that we don’t deserve God’s 
salvation. Romans 5:8–10 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. . . . While we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son.”  



 

 

Watch Matt Chandler’s “What is Grace?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krAw5c-vykM 

Write	your	own	definition	of	Grace		

 

 

 

	

Prayer	

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

-Collect for Grace, BCP pg. 99 

	


