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Name: ___________________________________________ 
  

What	is	the	Bible?	
Canon	of	the	Holy	Scripture		

Intro		
Watch the following clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVdl2Woqr-8 

 
So, obviously, we are going to be looking at the Bible.  
 
What do you believe about the Bible? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
Read catechism question and answer 26 – 37  

The	Bible	
What	inspired	the	Bible?	
Turn in your Bibles to 2 Timothy 3:16.  

• What do you think that means, God-breathed (NIV)? (The Greek word used here only 
occurs this one time in the scriptures. It is a compound word, God and breath, that 
means inspired.) 

It’s important that we remember, when we’re discussing the Bible, that it is ultimately 
God’s Words, not the words of man. For example, consider the people who wrote the 
Gospels—Matthew did not just sit down and write an account of the life and teachings of 
Jesus on his own. God, through the Holy Spirit, guided the process. That is one of the 
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reasons why, for instance, that even though he probably never even met Luke, their 
accounts are so similar. 

It is accurate to say that God wrote the Bible. According to 2 Timothy 3:16, Scripture is 
“breathed out” by God. Throughout the Bible, it is obvious that God is being quoted: 
over 400 times in the Bible, we find the words “thus says the Lord” (NKJV). The Bible 
refers to itself as the Word of God dozens of times (e.g., Psalm 119; Proverbs 30:5; 
Isaiah 40:8; 55:11; Jeremiah 23:29; John 17:17; Romans 10:17; Ephesians 6:17; 
Hebrews 4:12). The Bible is said to proceed from the mouth of God (Deuteronomy 8:3; 
Matthew 4:4). 

How	the	Bible	was	written		
Saying that God wrote the Bible, however, does not mean He took pen in hand, 
grabbed some parchment, and physically wrote the text of Scripture. His “writing” of 
Scripture was not a physical action on His part. Rather, God’s authorship was 
accomplished through the process of inspiration, as human writers wrote God’s 
message. 

One of the unique features of the Bible is that regular people authored it. And, unlike 
many Holy Books, such as the Muslim's Koran or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints' Book of Mormon, multiple people wrote the Bible; in fact, approximately 40 
different people wrote it. 

The Bible is also unique because it was written over a span of 1,500-2,000 years. 
Another unique aspect of the Bible is that nearly 40 people wrote it. Moses likely 
recorded Genesis around 1400 BC, whereas John may have written the book of 
Revelation as late as 80-90 AD.  

 

David never met Peter, and Daniel never knew Paul. It’s incredible that the words of all 
these different people were spread out over so much time and still speak of the same 
God, in the same way, without contradicting one another! 

How	the	Bible	was	gathered	
he third thing we need to talk about is how the Bible came to be organized. If David 
wrote a thousand years before Peter, how did their books get put in the same group? 
How did they decide to arrange them? Who did the deciding? 

The best way to get down to it is to answer 3 questions: Who? When? How? 

1. Who 

the men who gathered the Holy Writings also assembled them in the Bible. First it was 
Jewish leaders who sought to collect the books of the Old Testament. Later, Christians 



One – Year Program   
 

3 

gathered books of the New Testament. Often, they were already circulating among 
society. They did not just randomly pick them; they chose them because the Holy 
stories were already used as teaching tools for believers. 

The 66 writings were scattered all over the place, on three continents, over a span of 
1,500 years or so. 

 

Does the fact that men gathered separate books and organized them into our present 
Bible bother you? Why/why not? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. When 

The Old Testament was certainly compiled as such by the second century BC or so. We 
know that the ancient writings were widely used throughout  Jesus' times because he 
quotes from the Psalms and other prophetic writings.  
 
The New Testament, recording events that took place perhaps as late as 80-90 AD, 
was formed in the same way—over time. The early church began using writings such as 
the Gospels and letters from Paul as they were written. Some of the writings were 
meant to be passed around and shared so people could benefit from them. 
 
Around 120-150 AD, and even before then, false teachers starting running around 
writing stuff that was wrong and putting a fake name on it. You would recognize some of 
these, like the Gospel of Judas, from the DaVinci Code and all the controversy 
surrounding it. 
 
Because of the false writings, church leaders became convinced they needed to 
compile a list of writings that were true and valid and combine them, much like what had 
happened with the Old Testament. 
 
Many people had ideas of what should be accepted, and many suggested lists that 
excluded the false teachings. It’s hard to nail down, but at the Council of Carthage in 
Africa in 397 AD, the 27 New Testament books were declared as the only acceptable 
Scriptures in Christianity. 
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That's a lot of history and a lot to take in. A simple rhyme can help you remember these 
dates and facts: 
 
We had the OT by 90 AD and the NT by the late 390’s. 
 
Does any of this surprise you? Have you ever thought about the ages of the writings 
that went into the Bible? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. How it was arranged  

Often, it was by the time it was written. This is particularly true in the Old Testament. 
Genesis, the first book, happened first, and Malachi, the last book, happened much 
later. There are some exceptions to this, based on other considerations, but, in general, 
that's true for the Old Testament. 
 
In the New Testament, more weight was given to the type of writing instead of the date. 
Just like the cards have different suits, or styles, so do writings. In the New Testament, 
there are 4 Gospels; those come first. Paul’s writings are grouped together in one batch, 
etc. 
 
Both were considerations for both Testaments, but in general the OT puts more weight 
on timing and the NT considers style more important.  
 
 

Review	
Answer the following questions: 

1.  How many books are in the Bible?  ______________ 

 
 
2.  The Bible was written over a span of approximately how many years?  ______________ 

 
 
3.  How many different authors contributed to the Bible?  ______________ 

 
 



One – Year Program   
 

5 

4.  How many books are in the Old Testament?  ______________ 
 
  

5.  In the Old Testament, what are the five main sections of books? 
  

1) ________________________   

2) ________________________   

3) ________________________                  

4) ________________________ 

5) ________________________ 

 

6.  How many books are in the New Testament?  ______________    

 

7.  In the New Testament, how many Gospels are there?  ______________    

 

8.  Who wrote the most books of the Bible?  ______________   

 

9.  When were chapters and verses added to the Scriptures?  ______________   

 

10.  Who wrote the majority of the Psalms?  
  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
11.  Which is believed to be the last Gospel written?  

 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
Watch  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFEBwfYZBJY 

Prayer	
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
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ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

- Proper 28 

 


