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O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present with 
your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises offered by your 

people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, and make 
them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.
BCP Prayers and Thanksgivings 17

WHY DO WE SING?

We sing because God made us to sing! Singing is a very personal form of worship; no 
two voices are the same! You can sing alone or in a group, with accompaniment or a 
capella (voices only), and in many different styles. 

Singing appears many times in the Bible! The book of Psalms is a collection of songs 
that were originally sung by God’s people. We have records of songs sung by David, 
Moses, Isaiah, Mary the mother of God, and even Jesus Christ himself (Matthew 
26:30 and Mark 14:26)! Moreover, worship through song is a tradition that has been 
passed down through hundreds of years of church history. 

Singing can act as confession, lament, praise, thanksgiving, history, prayer, and peti-
tion. Choristers and parents should read and discuss the texts of the music they are 
singing so that their singing can be a true act of worship.

EXCELLENCE

St. Peter’s strives for excellence in all it does. This is especially true for music, since it is 
such a prominent piece of the worship service. To that end, you should give as much 
time, energy and effort as you can to the success of the whichever choir you join.  

Our chorister program is designed to help children to find their individual voice and 
to teach them how to sing. Everyone who participates will be at different places in 
their vocal development, so we will take them where they are and teach them to be 
able to support a unified choral sound. 

CURRICULUM

We use a curriculum called Celebrating Grace. It is a comprehensive and scriptural-
ly-based curriculum that seeks to engage multiple learning styles. Developed by prov-
en music educators and children’s choir experts, the curriculum is an excellent match 



with our program here. Appendix A of this handbook shows Celebrating Grace’s own 
curriculum description. 

REHEARSALS

It is expected that rehearsals are a regular part of the week for choristers. Every mem-
ber of the choir is important in helping others and in creating a beautiful sound. 
We understand that children get sick and that things come up but we ask that you 
plan for chorister rehearsal to be a regular part of your schedule, not the exception! 
If possible, please let Debbie Garven know in advance if you are planning to miss a 
rehearsal.  

Preschool choir: Tuesdays 4:15-5:00 pm
The Preschool Choir is for children ages 4 ½ through 6. It participates in the Christ-
mas program and processes and sings on Palm Sunday.

Elementary Choristers:  Wednesdays 4:30-5:15 pm
The Elementary Choristers choirs are for kids grades K through 5. The group is di-
vided into 3 ensembles by grade level. These choirs participate in Sunday morning 
worship 3 to 6 times a year and sing in the Christmas program.  

COMMUNICATION

The best way for us to communicate with you is via email. Please be sure that you 
have provided a current email address to Debbie Garven so that she can keep up you 
up to date with Chorister information. She can be reached at debgarven@gmail.com.

WORSHIP SERVICES

The choristers will participate in Sunday morning worship multiple times through-
out the year. The number of times that they sing correlates to the grade level of their 
choir.  

Arrival times

9:00 am service
When singing for this service, children will be asked to report to the choir loft at 8:30 
am, dressed in their choir robe. This means that you will need to arrive at 8:15 to park 
your car, put on vestments, and make it to the loft. The adult choir will rehearse from 
8:15 to 8:30, so vested choristers should sit in the seats at the top of the loft and wait 
quietly until Chris finishes up with the adult choir. Since we only have 10 minutes to 
rehearse before the church starts to fill up, choristers should be ready to start singing 
right at 8:30. We will then meet for prayer in 102A and be sure that everyone has 
used the restroom before we begin the service.  



11:15 service
Your child will need to report to the choir loft at 10:50 am. If they are in a Sunday 
School class, they will need to leave early that day. This will only occur twice each 
year and may not affect every choir. Choristers will rehearse briefly at 10:50 and then 
be asked to get their robes on to be ready to process or to go back to the choir loft to 
wait for the beginning of the service.  

PROCESSING

Depending on when the choir has been asked to sing, the children may process at the 
beginning of the service.  The choir directors and the vergers will direct the choir to 
its position at the back of the nave and then dismiss them to walk down the aisle in 
pairs.  The pair will walk together down the aisle at the same speed as the rest of the 
procession and try to keep at least 3 pews between themselves and the pair ahead of 
them; in order to do this, a child may need to adjust their speed! At the front of the 
church, the pair will stop briefly, acknowledge the cross by bowing their heads, and 
then walk back to the choir loft via the side aisles.  

ATTIRE

Vestments

Each chorister will be sized for a robe at the beginning of the choir season. The vest-
ments are dependent on which choir you sing in:
Preschool choir: white cassock 
K/1 choir: red cassock
2nd/3rd choir: red cassock with white cotta
4th/5th choir: red cassock with white cotta

Choristers should always wear their vestments when participating in worship ser-
vices. It is each child or parent’s responsibility to be sure that their vestments are clean 
and ironed and hung up properly on the correct hanger. 

Shoes

Quiet, close-toed shoes should be worn whenever the choristers sing in worship. 
Our aisle is made of wood and any excessive stomping noises can be distracting to 
worshippers.  

SERVICE PARTICIPATION

The choristers will remain in the choir loft for the entire service and will walk up for 
communion with the choir (each chorister should know whether or not they take 
communion or receive a blessing before the service so that we can best help them at 
the rail). It is expected that they sit quietly and participate in all parts of the service, 



following along in their service leaflet. We will rehearse the hymns the Wednesday 
prior to the service and if possible, have a recording sent home as well. Understanding 
that emergencies come up, restroom trips should be the exception, not the norm. 

FOLDERS AND MUSIC

Each chorister will be assigned a folder that will be filled with music and be kept in 
their own personal cubby.  There will be a pencil included so that that they can mark 
their music but only in pencil!! If you choose to take your music home to practice, it 
must be brought back before the next rehearsal.  

SERVICE

On occasion the choristers may sing at nursing homes or for a Sunday school class.  
If an opportunity comes up we will present it to you and if we have a large enough 
contingent from the choir we will follow through with details via email.  If we do not 
have enough people we do not sing as we would not be representing ourselves, our 
church or our God well.  

APPENDIX A
Celebrating Grace Curriculum
No ministry is more central to a local congregation’s life and work than is its ministry 
to children. Here, a congregation’s heritage and future are blessed (Zechariah 8: 3-8). 
Here, the congregation’s day finds its humility and servant hood (Luke 9:46-48). No 
mode of learning or expression is more natural to the child than is music, through its 
melody and movement, its energy and emotion, its rhythm and rhyme. Therefore, 
children’s music ministry shall have a central and formative place in the mission and 
ministry of Celebrating Grace, Inc. Toward that end the following are established and 
presented as Core Values. With children in mind, let us imagine. In this case, let us 
imagine a tree. 

Faith Development (trunk) 
The root and strength of children’s choir ministry is its adherence to scriptural admo-
nitions concerning our relationship to and responsibility for children. God’s love for 
children rises up from the very soil of God’s self revelation in scripture, in nature, and 
in Jesus. Herein lies the source and evidence of life for children’s choir ministry: that 
it might take root downward and bear fruit upward (Isaiah 37:31) in the love of God 
and the teachings of scripture. Children must learn that God loves them and in so 
learning, find their self-image and self-confidence. Children must learn that God has 
established the Church to continue the work of Christ and they have a place and a 
role in that community and in that work. Children must learn that the Bible is God’s 
holy word, developing a love for its stories and finding themselves in those stories. 



Children must learn that they can become intentional Christ- followers. They must 
then be taught the ways of growing in Christ-likeness. 

Worship (branch) 
Worship sprouts first, even in the understanding of the youngest of Christ’s followers. 
To express our love for God is to worship. Children must learn to express their love 
for God in personal, corporate, liturgical, and relational settings (Matthew 22: 37-
39). Children must learn that expressions of corporate worship exist in the dynamic 
tension between and full gamut of joyful noise (Psalm 66:1, et.al.) and silence (Ha-
bakkuk 2:20, et. al.). Children must learn that congregational song stretches from 
a rich heritage to a creative future, gathering the Church’s beautiful cultural and 
generational diversity in its vast arch. Children must be led to imagine their names 
among those of the heroes of the faith and the faithful of their congregation. This 
includes the names of the authors, composers, and church musicians associated with 
their worship. 

Music (branch) 
Music in the service of Christ and His church must first of all be good music. That 
is to say, church music cannot be questionable in its basic musicality. From the in-
struments of Genesis 4 to the new songs of Revelation 14, the full gamut of music 
ministry must be stretched across a firm foundation. Further, music is a gift from 
God, as are children. To respond to music is a natural human instinct. Therefore, it is 
right that children be taught to identify, own, and cultivate their instinctive musical 
awareness and expression. 

Ministry (branch) 
The sacrifice, humility, service and love in Romans 12 are Christian ministry’s ad-
monition and guidelines. The adults of the Church must be advocates of this un-
derstanding of ministry in their participation and in their allocation of resources for 
children’s music education and ministry opportunities. Lifestyle worship and minis-
try must sprout here. Physical and spiritual; church, home, and school; family and 
community; the gospel and daily living... children’s music must create the harmony 
that keeps these aspects of life in the same key in the ears, voices, and hearts of our 
children. 

Jesus is Lord (roots) 
The confession that Jesus is Lord is the root and foundation of all Christian minis-
try and community. All who con- fess that Jesus is Lord are sisters and brothers in 
Christ. All that is done in the name of Christian ministry must find its identity and 
parameters in this simple, but profound phrase. Call, confidence, and conduct are 
subject to the Lordship of Christ for any who would claim His name as the source of 
their salvation and the motivation for their service. “Jesus is Lord” defines the heart 
and pulse, the breadth and focus of Celebrating Grace, Inc., its people, products, and 
perspective. 


