
Calendar

June

House of Studies:

Introduction to Sacred

Scripture: 3/3

Fr. Taylor Bodoh

July, August, September

House of Studies:

Introduction to Mission,

Evangelism, and 

Church Planting: Sessions 1,

2, and 3 - Fr. Jim Needham

September 9:

Lay School of Theology:

The Neglected New

Testament: 1/3

The Rev. Dr. Sudduth

Cummings

September 9:

Lay School of Theology:

Reading Galatians with Martin

Luther: 1/3

The Rev. Dr. Jeff Trostle

September 9:

Lay School of Theology:

Roaming Through Romans:

1/3

The Rev. Dr. Michael Petty

A Message from the Director

    
It is with mixed feelings that I announce that Carol Long,
Charles Simeon Institute [CSI] Program Director, will retire
from her position on Sunday, May 28, 2017.  I say “mixed
feelings” because, on the one hand, Carol has been
instrumental in making the Charles Simeon Institute what it is
today and, on the other hand, she has more than earned the
right to retire.
         
Carol’s involvement with our Summer Internship Program
actually pre-dated the existence of the Charles Simeon
Institute.  In 2001, Carol and I began working together with
summer interns from Duke University Divinity School.  Carol’s
organizational ability and her love of people were essential in
making our Summer Internship Program a model program. 
Over time, the number of seminaries we worked with grew (to
include Trinity School for Ministry, Nashotah House Seminary,
and Asbury Theological Seminary) and the number of interns
we hosted grew.  This, of course, increased the administrative
and financial burden and it was for this reason that we
created the Charles Simeon Institute.
 
We will greatly miss Carol’s tireless commitment to CSI and
her passion to see young seminarians live into their calling. 
As Carol prepares to retire, I am happy to be able to
announce that Kathleen Smith will become CSI’s Program
Director, effective September 11, 2017.  We will welcome
Kathleen to CSI in the Michaelmas edition of The Old Apostle
Newsletter.

I am sure that many of you will want to honor Carol on the
occasion of her retirement.  Here is something that you can
do:  If you have some words of congratulations and/or thanks
for Carol, please send these to me at
mpetty@saintpetersfl.com.  Our hope is to assemble these
and to present them to Carol. This will honor Carol and
support her favorite cause.

Peace,
Michael Petty+



A CALL FROM GOD
Can Come When You Least Expect It

By Carol Long,
Program Director of the Charles Simeon Institute

It is truly by the Grace of God that I received this opportunity to serve Him, in the formation of future priests,

and I am so glad I listened. Oh, I stalled a little and questioned, “W hy me?" but, in the end, I listened to God

and what a blessing it has been.

Around 17 years ago, I was at the coast, reworking the first-grade curriculum and preparing for adult

classes, which I was leading at the time, when the phone rang and it was Fr. Eric Dudley. He asked me to

fly up to Duke Divinity School, with Fr. Michael and him, to learn about a new program they were forming, to

inspire a younger generation of men and women into the leadership of the Church. They chose us (the only

Liturgical church invited) to be included in the first group of churches to have a Summer Internship

Program for the formation of young divinity students.  

The three of us came home from that meeting and proceeded to form a Summer Internship Program that

would include clergy supervision, lay involvement, and – most importantly – practical learning in a parish

setting, that would be best suited to our church. From that start, we have grown from hosting one

seminarian for a summer internship, to the Charles Simeon Institute and that all it encompasses.

    

This work has truly been a call from God for me.  It has been a blessing in my life and I have loved every

minute of it.  It is a privilege to have worked with Father Eric, Father Michael, seminarians from all over, and

all the many lay volunteers in the church, as we developed and expanded this ministry.  It has especially

been an honor to be “Mama Carol” to so many seminarians, through the years.  

Now, I feel the Lord is calling me to retire from the work I have absolutely loved for so many years and

move on to another season in my life.  He is now calling me to focus on my family, take care of myself,

rekindle friendships I have neglected and -- most importantly – “be still” enough to focus on HIM! It’s time

for “Martha” to stand down and bring the “Mary” in me to the surface.  

From its beginning, the Charles Simeon Institute has grown to include the Summer Intership Program, the

year-long Curacy, the Lay School of Theology, and the Seminary [The House of Studies].  All of this is

under the guidance of Father Michael, with the wonderful support of the clergy, lay mentors, staff, and the

congregation of St. Peter’s Anglican Church.  By the Grace of God, I have had the privilege of witnessing

Christ, in the formation of the future leaders in His Church.  

I am truly thankful for the journey God has taken me on. W hat a blessing it has been in my life. I am now

looking forward to the new journey He is calling me to.

God’s Peace,

Carol

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1



CSI Fellows 2016

John Bryant, Fabien Pering, "Mama Carol," Morgan Clark, and Judson Van W yck

Charles Simeon Lay School of Theology

Classes for Fall 2017

The Charles Simeon Lay School of Theology will offer three classes for the Fall Semester of 2017.  The

theme of the semester will be “The Word of God for the People of God: Exploring Dimensions of the New

Testament.”  We will offer all three classes on Saturdays:  September 9, October 14, and November 18,

from 9:30 AM - 12:00 N and we will offer each class in three consecutive sessions.   The Charles Simeon

Institute sponsors these classes and offers them at no cost to participants.   Here is a preview of what we

will offer:

Roaming Through Romans: The Rev. Dr. Michael Petty will lead this class, which will focus on key

themes in Paul’s letter to the Romans, including:  God, Christ, the Church, grace, the sacraments, and the

human condition.  This class will pose the question of how Romans can help us to better understand our

situation today and to act more faithfully in it.

The Neglected New Testament: The Rev. Dr. Sudduth Cummings will lead this class, which will explore

what New Testament scholars refer to as the “General Epistles” -- so called because they do not address

any specific church.  These epistles include: James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2, 3 John; and Jude.  These letters

are rich in theological and devotional depth and reward those who closely study them.

Reading Galatians With Martin Luther: The Rev. Dr. Jeff Trostle will lead this class, which will focus on

Martin Luther’s Lectures on Galatians.  In these lectures, Luther works out his mature views on such

subjects as the Gospel, Law, Christian freedom, and justification.  Luther said that he intended these

lectures to bring out the meaning of Galatians for “the troubled, afflicted, and tempted.”  Participants will

need to purchase Luther’s Galatians (published by Crossway Publishers).

  

To register for any of these three classes, contact Fr. Michael Petty at mpetty@stpetersfl.com



Blake Singer, Duke Divinity School

Blake grew up in Chattanooga, TN, with two older
sisters. He completed his undergraduate education at
Furman University in Greenville, SC, where he
studied Religion, Business Administration, and
Ancient Greek and Roman Studies. While at Furman,
he met his wife, Kilpy, whom he married in July of
2016. He is now pursuing a Master of Divinity Degree
at Duke Divinity School and plans to graduate in the
Spring of 2019. In his free time, Blake enjoys being
active, through playing sports (especially soccer),
running, and participating in any outdoor activity. His
inner child also loves the recent surge in popularity of
superhero movies and TV shows. Over the course of
the summer, Blake hopes to clarify his call to ministry,
create lasting relationships, and increase his
knowledge of Anglican worship and practice.

Kilpy Singer, Duke Divinity School

Kilpy Singer, 24, is a native of Richmond,
Virginia. She spent most of her youth following
her older brothers around, catching salamanders
in the creek, and being driven to sporting events.
She graduated from Furman University in 2015,
with a degree in Religion, Asian Studies, and
Poverty Studies. While at Furman, she became
an Anglican and met her husband, Blake. Kilpy
just finished up her first year at Duke Divinity
School. When she is not studying, she is usually
riding her bike, visiting the local art museums, or
cooking Indian food. She is thrilled to spend the
summer learning and serving here at St. Peters’
Anglican Church.

CHARLES SIMEON FELLOWS: SUMMER 2017



WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

Finding God in Fiction and Fairy Tales
Blake Singer
Charles Simeon Fellow 2017

“Suppose that by casting [familiar Bible stories] into an imaginary world, stripping them of their
stained-glass and Sunday school associations, one could make them for the first time appear in
their real potency?”- C.S. Lewis. This class will explore how works of fiction -- and, more
specifically, fairy tales -- have the capacity to present the Gospel in a new and fresh light, for
adults and children alike. The class will engage with these key themes: those that run throughout
C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, and those within the stand-alone essays about the genre.
Participants: Please purchase a copy of these books: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and
The Silver Chair by C.S. Lewis.

          

Discovering a Faithful Response to the Refugee Crisis
Kilpy Singer
Charles Simeon Fellow 2017

The refugee crisis today can often be overwhelming to approach and may even seem distantly
related to our everyday life. This course will enter into the hard questions surrounding this
situation, in the hope of discovering some possible responses for Christian communities. We will
explore questions such as: Who are refugees and other displaced peoples? What are the real
risks and benefits of receiving them? How do we balance compassion and security?  Seeking
Refuge, a book written by three experts from World Relief, will guide our discussion and time
together.

Bryan Biba Is Ordained

The Charles Simeon Institute congratulates the Rev. Bryan Biba
on his ordination to the Sacred Order of Priests by Bishop Todd
Hunter on March 11, 2017, at Christ Church Plano, TX.  Fr.
Bryan served as the first Curate at St. Peter’s Anglican Church in
Tallahassee, FL, from 2015-2016. He was ordained to the
diaconate at St. Peter’s by Bishop Neil Lebhar, on October 24,
2015. 

Bryan and his wife, Laura, were married at St. Peter’s, on April 9,
2016.  Since his time with the Charles Simeon Institute, Bryan
has served as the Curate for Adult Discipleship at Christ Church
Plano.

“The Charles Simeon Institute was an invaluable part of my
priestly formation and I am especially thankful for the ministry of
Fr. Michael Petty and Mrs. Carol Long,” says Bryan.

Fr. Bryan Biba and his wife, Laura
McClain, after Bryan’s celebration of Holy
Eucharist at Christ Church Plano, TX.



Curacy Update
by Daniel Behrens

This spring has been a very rich time for me –
and also for Rebekah. I continued to be
involved in leading classes and preaching at St.
Peter’s Anglican Church and also at other local
parishes. During Lent, I organized a class on
“Spiritual Disciplines,” which served as an
excellent preparation for Holy Week and for the
joy of Easter. Since the fall, we have been
going through the Discernment Process [for the
priesthood] with the Gulf Atlantic Diocese and
we have been very grateful for the dedication
and care of our Parish Discernment Team. In
February, the clergy at St. Peter’s Anglican
Church invited me to remain at the Church and
they extended the curacy to two years. I joyfully
accepted and Rebekah and I are very grateful
for the additional time: to continue with the
discernment process, to gain more ministry
experience, and to savor the first year of our
first child’s life.

      
  

If all goes according to the schedule, our
yet-to-be-named daughter will make her
appearance at the end of May; the Charles
Simeon Institute was so kind as to host a
“Literary Shower” for us. God’s provision
continually amazes us: in leading us to St.
Peter’s Anglican Church and for this rich
time of preparation, which is truly an
investment in the future of the church.

DONATE TO THE CHARLES SIMEON
INSTITUTE

UNSUBSCRIBE From
The Old Apostle


