
46  believing in christ

81.	 What does Scripture mean when it tells you to fear God?
It means that I should live mindful of his presence, walking in 
humility as his creature, resisting sin, obeying his commandments, 
and reverencing him for his holiness, majesty, and power. (Exodus 
20:18–20; Psalm 25:12–14; Proverbs 9:10; Acts 5:1–11; 1 Peter 1:13–21; 
Revelation 14:6–7)

82.	 How do you rightly live in the fear of God?
With the help of the Holy Spirit, I examine my conscience 
according to the Word of God. Particularly useful are the Ten 
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount, as well as the 
godly counsel of fellow Christians and the moral teaching of 
the Church. (Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 139:23–24; Matthew  5–7; 
1 Corinthians 4:1–5)

83.	 How does the Church exercise its authority to judge?
The authority Christ gave to his Church to judge is most often 
exercised by declaring God’s forgiveness in absolution. However, 
a priest, acting under the authority of the bishop, may suspend 
a person from receiving Communion because of scandalous and 
unrepented sin, in order to draw them to repentance and resto-
ration. (Psalm 32; Matthew 16:19; 18:15–17; John 20:21–23; 1 Corin­
thians 5:1–13)

A Prayer for the Son’s Mission
O Jesus, God the Son, in your incarnation you manifested 
your heart of mission in the world: Help me so to know 
and practice your presence, that I may always live for your 
glory and the spread of your Kingdom; who with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.
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t h e  a p o s t l e s ’  c r e e d , 
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“ i  believe in the holy spirit ”
84.	 Who is the Holy Spirit?
God the Holy Spirit is the third Person in the one Being of the 
Holy Trinity, coequal and coeternal with God the Father and 
God the Son, and equally worthy of our honor and worship. 
(Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30; Matthew 3:16–17; 28:19; John 15:26; 2 Co­
rinthians 13:14)

85.	 What principal names does the New Testament give to the 
Holy Spirit?

Jesus names the Holy Spirit “Paraclete” (“the one alongside”), 
which signifies Comforter, Guide, Counselor, Advocate, and 
Helper. Other descriptions for the Holy Spirit are “Spirit of God,” 
“Spirit of your Father,” “Spirit of Christ,” and “Spirit of truth.” 
(Matthew 10:20; John 14:16–17, 26; Acts 16:7; Romans 8:9)

86.	 What are the particular ministries of the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit imparts life to every living thing in creation, re-
veals God’s Word to his people, and calls sinners to a new life of 
faith in the saving and life-giving work of Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
unites Christians to Jesus, indwelling them, convicting them of 
sin, giving them spiritual gifts, and bearing spiritual fruit in their 
lives. (1 Samuel 16:13; Psalm 143:7–12; Isaiah 11:2; Joel 2:28–29; John 
15:26; 16:7–11; Acts 4:5–31)

87.	 How does the Holy Spirit strengthen you for life in Christ?
The Holy Spirit bears witness that I am a child of God, stirs 
my heart continually to worship and to pray, and inspires me to 
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holiness and good works in Christ. ( Job 27:2–4; Matthew 10:19–20; 
John 14:12; 16:12–15; Acts 6:10; 13:2; Romans 8:15–17, 26–27)

88.	 How do you receive the Holy Spirit?
The Scriptures teach that, by repenting and being baptized in 
the Name of Jesus Christ, I am forgiven my sins and I receive the 
Holy Spirit, who gives me new birth in Christ and frees me from 
the power of sin. (Luke 11:11–13; John 3:1–7; Acts 2:38; 8:14–17; 19:1–6; 
1 Corinthians 6:9–11; 12:13; 2 Timothy 1:6–7)

89.	 What is the fruit of the Holy Spirit?
The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the very character of Jesus de-
veloping in us through the work of the Holy Spirit: “love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22–25; see also Matthew 7:15–20; 
12:33–35)

90.	 What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit?
Among the many gifts of the Holy Spirit named in the New 
Testament are faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of 
spirits, other languages (“tongues”), the interpretation of other 
languages, and words of wisdom and knowledge. The Spirit dis-
tributes gifts to individuals as he wills for the sake of the Body of 
Christ. Other gifts in the New Testament include administration, 
service, encouragement, evangelism, teaching, giving, leadership, 
and mercy. Jesus promises that the Father will give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask. (Luke 11:13; Romans 12:3–8; 1 Corinthians 12:7–31; 
Ephesians 4:7–11; 1 Peter 4:10–11)

91.	 Why does the Holy Spirit give such gifts?
The Holy Spirit equips and empowers believers with gifts for 
service in the worship of Jesus Christ, for the building up of his 
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