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What is Salvation? 

Sin 

Intro 
The Bible describes sin as a powerful force, pulling us down, and separating us from a 

relationship with God. 

Recap 
Last week we looked at God’s creation and the problem of sin. God is the Creator of 

everything. Since God is good, he made his creation good. Yet, if God created a world 

of goodness and peace, why is there so much evil in his world? 

The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden shows us how human beings fail to 

obey God (Genesis 3). We sin; that is, we fail to perfectly holy live lives as God does. 

Whenever we sin, we hurt ourselves and others, and we hurt our relationship with God. 

Today were going to look a bit more closely at what sin is.  

Read catechism questions 133-136 

Write down the first word you think of when the word sin is mentioned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sin 
Usually we will come up with a list of actions: stealing, adultery, murder etc. That is, we 

tend to think of sin in terms of particular actions. While each of these things are sinful, it 

may be best to think of these things as symptoms of our bigger problem. The Bible 

thinks of sin not in terms of many particular actions, but in terms of one action – our 

turning away from GodThe Bible also reminds us that the cause of these actions lies 

deep within the nature of everyone. Jesus says in Mark 7, “21 For from within, out of the 

heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, 

wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander,pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things 
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come from within, and they defile a person.” Sin is our turning away from God, our 

denial of our relationship with God, and our attempt to live independently from God.  

 

Sin is a deliberate thought, word, deed, or omission contrary to God’s plan. It is an 

offense against God and failure in genuine love because it makes us less than we have 

been created to be. 

The word for sin comes from a Greek archery term that means “missing the mark.” We 

sometimes sin by deliberately planning evil against another and carrying it out, but other 

times, we sin out of weakness and/or ignorance. That is, we become overwhelmed by 

our selfishness, emotion, or laziness. So out of weakness, we sin. Other times, we 

unknowingly sin. We might do something against God or a peer, and not even realize 

that we have fallen short and sinned.  

Sin is detrimental to us. Since we were made by God to live with and for God, turning 

away from God can never lead to anything but disaster. When we turn away from God 

several things happen. Since God is truth, by turning from God, our ability to distinguish 

truth from lies and right from wrong is impaired. Since God is our creator and we were 

meant to live with him as the center of our life, we begin to put lesser things at the 

center of our life; money, success, fame, sex, looks, and so on. We also begin to lose 

the ability to discern the difference between good and evil.  

Sin is also deceptive. Often sin looks more enjoyable than our relationship with God. 

However, sin, by nature, leads to more sin. Eventually the things that start out looking 

good lose their façade and rear its ugly head.  

Watch  Francis Chan video The Toilet Bowl of Sin 

 https://youtu.be/CCSqTCmu9wg 

The only antidote to sin is reconciliation.  

Read Romans 7: 15-25, then answer the following questions.   

 How does Pau (the author)l describe the influence of sin on his life? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/CCSqTCmu9wg
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 What do you think he would have said to someone who claimed, ‘I do my best to try and 
live a good life.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Can you imagine what it would feel like to be someone’s slave? How do you think your 

life would be different? Why do you think Paul uses this idea to describe sin? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 If a friend at school, who knew you came to the church youth group, asked you about 
sin, what would you say?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Challenge of the Week 

Read the following passage: 
James 1:13-15  

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 

does He tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away 

and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full -grown, 

gives birth to death. 

 

 

 

According to this passage, is God responsible for tempting us or leading us to sin? 

 

 

 

In this passage, James points out a “process” with sin. What is it?  

 

 

 

So, what do we do about sin? How do we deal with it? 

 

 

 

 


