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What is Salvation? 

Eternal Life 
 

Intro 

Watch the following clip from the movie Patch Adams: 

https://youtu.be/ov0Gk2e71xw 

 

What is your feeling about death? (fear, hate, indifference, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think happens after you die? 

 

 

 

 

 

Death is never easy to deal with. Sometimes it’s expected—sometimes it comes as a 

surprise. Christians, however, have the hope that death is not the end, but a 

transformation. Today we’re going to look at death, resurrection, and eternal life.  

Read catechism questions 142-148 

Eternal Life  
As Christians, we believe that our lives and the life of the world have a purpose and 

goal. That is to say, we believe that life as we know it will one day cease and history will 

take a different turn of events. Our lives and the future turn of events are tied together. 

https://youtu.be/ov0Gk2e71xw
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The goal and purpose of our lives and the life of the world is God. God has a plan for his 

creation and we are part of His plan. Whether we are alive or dead when God begins to 

make this big shift things, we will all be affected.  

Death 

One thing is for certain, all of us will die. It’s been said, “the minute you are born, you 

start to die.” Kind of morbid, but also true. No matter how successful, strong, or healthy 

we will die. Death is the ultimate reminder that we are not the masters of our lives.  

Death can be a scary horrible thing to some people because much is unknown about 

death – even for Christians. For Christians, however, death is not something to be 

feared or dreaded. The Bible tells us that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, our 

death has already been redeemed. Meaning, because Jesus has been raised from the 

dead, death isn’t what it used to be. Death is no longer the absolute end to our lives, but 

is the transformation to eternal life.  

Read the following verses and summarize what they say:  

John 11.25 ____________________________________________________________ 

Romans 8.11___________________________________________________________ 

1 Cor. 6.14_____________________________________________________________ 

1 Thessalonians 4.14_____________________________________________________ 

 

So what happens after we die?... 

Heaven  

Watch the following clip:  

https://youtu.be/xHYI3NQtC2A?list=PL35F214EC73E02006 

We might not like to think about it, but we will all be judged by what we do in this life (2 

Cor. 5.10). Life is a gift from God and we are responsible to God for how we have used 

it. Judgment isn’t a bad thing for those who follow Jesus. In fact, God perfect judgment 

is something to be anticipated (Ps. 96.10-13).  

We will not be judged according to our success, our career, or even if we have been a 

morally good person. We will be judged on whether or not our life has been driven by 

the knowledge, love, and service of God. If this is true about your life, then your first 

stop will be Heaven.  

https://youtu.be/xHYI3NQtC2A?list=PL35F214EC73E02006
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We shouldn’t think of Heaven as a place where we get all the things we have always 

wanted (like getting to own a Lamborghini or having the latest technology). Heaven is 

living in the presence of God, the very thing for which we were created.  We will discuss 

heaven and its counterpart, hell, in much more detail later. Let’s put it for now that 

Heaven is the place of God’s glory, presence, and power. It is the first place Christians 

go when they die, but it is not the final stopping place.  

Resurrection of Believers 

Just as life on Earth will one day drastically change, the Bible tells us that Heaven will 

change as well. We won’t stay in Heaven forever. Revelation chapters 21-22 gives us a 

detailed picture God creating a new heavens and the new earth. After the events of the 

end times, the current heavens and earth will be redeemed and transformed into the 

new heavens and new earth. The eternal dwelling place of believers will be the new 

earth.  

At that time, the New Testament makes it clear that we will experience a bodily 

resurrection just like Jesus.  In a classic passage, Paul speaks of "the redemption of our 

bodies" (Rom. 8:23). There is no room for doubt as to what he means: God's people are 

promised a new type of bodily existence, the fulfillment and redemption of our present 

bodily life.  

When Paul speaks in Philippians 3 of being "citizens of heaven," he doesn't mean that 

we shall retire there when we have finished our work here. He says in the next line that 

Jesus will come from heaven in order to transform the present humble body into a 

glorious body like his own. Jesus will do this by the power through which he makes all 

things subject to himself. This little statement contains in a nutshell more or less all 

Paul's thought on the subject. The risen Jesus is both the model for the Christian's 

future body and the means by which it comes. 

The clearest and strongest passage is Romans 8:9–11. If the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 

Jesus the Messiah, dwells in you, says Paul, then the one who raised Jesus from the 

dead will give life to your mortal bodies as well, through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

God will give life, not to a disembodied spirit, not to what many people have thought of 

as a spiritual body in the sense of a nonphysical one, but "to your mortal bodies also." 

Other New Testament writers support this view. The first letter of John declares that 

when Jesus appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And of course 

within John's gospel we have some of the clearest statements of future bodily 

resurrection. "The hour is coming," he says, "indeed, it is already here, when the dead 

will hear the voice of the Son of Man, and those who hear will live; when all in the 

graves will come out, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those 

who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment." 
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Watch clip of Bishop N.T. Wright 

https://youtu.be/AA0NLb0pXGI 

Prayer: 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the 

devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, 

we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great 

glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/AA0NLb0pXGI

