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What is Salvation? 

Sin and Grace 

Intro 
The Bible also describes sin as a powerful force, pulling us down, and separating us 

from a relationship with God. 

Recap 
Last week we looked at God’s creation and the problem of sin. God is the Creator of 

everything. Since God is good, he made his creation good. Yet, if God created a world 

of goodness and peace, why is there so much evil in his world? 

The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden shows us how human beings fail to 

obey God (Genesis 3). We sin; that is, we fail to perfectly holy live lives as God does. 

Whenever we sin, we hurt ourselves and others, and we hurt our relationship with God. 

Today were going to look a bit more closely at what sin is and how God offers us his 

grace in place of our sin.  

Read catechism questions 133-136 

Sin  

What is the first word you think of when the word sin is mentioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Usually we will come up with a list of actions: stealing, adultery, murder etc. That is, we 

tend to think of sin in terms of particular actions. While each of these things are sinful, it 

may be best to think of these things as symptoms of our bigger problem. The Bible 

thinks of sin not in terms of many particular actions, but in terms of one action – our 

turning away from God. The Bible also reminds us that the cause of these actions lies 

deep within the nature of everyone.  
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Jesus says in Mark 7, “21 For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, 

sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, 

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from 

within, and they defile a person.” Sin is our turning away from God, our denial of our 

relationship with God, and our attempt to live independently from God.  

Sin is a deliberate thought, word, deed, or omission contrary to God’s plan. It is an 

offense against God and failure in genuine love because it makes us less than we have 

been created to be. 

Sin is detrimental to us. Since we were made by God to live with and for God, turning 

away from God can never lead to anything but disaster. The greatest effect of sin is 

death. When Adam and Eve first sinned in the Garden of Eden, they lost their 

immortality. They physically began to age, decay, and die. More importantly, they 

spiritually died. That is, their spirits were separated from God. We are all born spiritually 

dead (Romans 3.23; 6.23; Eph. 2.1,5).  

Sin is also deceptive. Often sin looks more enjoyable than our relationship with God. 

However, sin, by nature, leads to more sin. Eventually the things that start out looking 

good lose their façade and rear its ugly head.  

Watch the following clip by Francis Chan: https://youtu.be/CCSqTCmu9wg 

The only antidote to sin is reconciliation. However, we do not have the power to be 

reconciled to God. Just as a murder cannot buy his freedom, so we cannot buy our 

forgiveness from God. Yet, in a strange turn of events, God was able to offer us 

forgiveness at no cost – as a gift. 

GRACE 

 

What is the differences between getting a job to buy to something (like an iPhone 

7, an x-box or whatever) and receiving it as a gift. It may seem obvious, but write 

down the answer. 

 

https://youtu.be/CCSqTCmu9wg
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Read catechism questions 137-141 

A true gift is never earned. We never earn a Christmas or Birthday presents. They are 

given freely because a person loves us. Sometimes we do something that merits a gift, 

but that is NOT a true gift – it’s more of a reward. For example, if you earn straight A’s 

your parents might buy you a new phone as a reward for your work. Sometimes we 

think of these as gifts because your parents didn’t have to give you an award. However, 

if you did not get the A’s, your parents wouldn’t have bought you the phone. Therefore, 

it is a reward. People often times approach God and faith with this same posture. I need 

to be good enough for God to reward me with salvation.  

This is where grace comes in. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us 

as our sin deserves (Ephesians 2:8). Grace is the essence of the gospel (Acts 20:24). 

Grace gives us victory over sin (James 4:6). Jesus Christ is the embodiment of grace, 

coupled with truth (John 1:14). 

Although we all have sinned and cannot undue the effects of sin on our life, God choose 

not to leave us to our fate. He sent His only Son to die for our sin (John 3:16), 

guaranteeing our salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life through faith in Jesus 

(John 14:1–4). “He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 

This inheritance is kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3–4). Grace is a gift or blessing 

brought to us through Jesus.  

Prayer 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 

day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 

by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

-Collect for Grace, BCP pg. 99 

 


