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Name ______________________________________________ 

What	is	the	Church?	

The	Saints	of	the	Church	

Intro		
Look at your reflection in a mirror.  

. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. who did you see when you looked into the mirror? Do not say “me.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you feel others see when they look at you?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Two – Year Program 
Year A 
 

 

I’m sure, when we looked into the mirror, we saw some parts of ourselves that we liked 
and some parts we didn’t like. I doubt anyone thinks they are absolutely perfect. Did you 
see a saint in the mirror? 

Actually, you probably did. If we are disciples, then we are saints. But what exactly does 
that mean. Today we’re going to find out.  

Read catechism Q and A 97 and 99 

Saints	of	the	Church	
The word “saint” comes from the Greek word hagios, which means “consecrated to 
God, holy, sacred, pious." It is almost always used in the plural, “saints.” The idea of the 
word “saints” is a group of people set apart for the Lord and His kingdom. There are 
three references referring to godly character of saints:  

Read the following verses  

o (Romans 16:2) "that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints 
…"  

o (Ephesians 4:12) "For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ". 

o (Ephesians 5:3) "But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints". 

Therefore, scripturally speaking, the “saints” are the body of Christ, Christians, the 
church. All Christians are considered saints. All Christian are saints—and at the same 
time are called to be saints. First Corinthians 1:2 states it clearly: “To the church of God 
in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy…” The words 
“sanctified” and “holy” come from the same Greek root as the word that is commonly 
translated “saints.” Christians are saints by virtue of their connection with Jesus Christ. 
Christians are called to be saints, to increasingly allow their daily life to more closely 
match their position in Christ. This is the biblical description and calling of the saints. 

Fake	vs.	Authentic	Saints	
However, no one is perfect. We all have sin. Sometimes we don’t act like holy people, 
but thanks to God’s grace and mercy, we are still called saints.  

The is another problem, however.  It is easy for a person to call themselves a Christian, 
it’s entirely different to be a Christian. There are people who call themselves saints, but 
are far from it.  

Obviously, we prefer the items in our life to be authentic. We prefer real over fake. 
However, we live in a world full of imitations. Some of us will fall for fake and not know 
the difference. When we begin talking about the Christian community or saints, we need  
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to realize that there are plenty of counterfeit types of saints out there.  

What do you think a “fake” saint looks like?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 What does a "real" saint look like?  

 
 
 
 
 

What kills a "real" community?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Let’s wrap up our teachings on the church by looking at some passages that describe 
the Church and discussing them.  
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Discussion		
Read Ephesians 1:18-23 

Discussion Questions:  
1. Who is in charge of the Church? ______________________________________  
2. What is the Church compared to in this 
passage? ___________________________________________ 

3. How does real community operate like a body? 

  

 
 
The Church is a community that starts with and centers around Jesus. It is possible to 
have a community that is built around our preferences or affinities. There are 
communities that center on football teams or age groups, but the community of the 
Church is centered completely on Jesus. 
 
Read  Acts 2:41-42 

Discussion Questions:  
1. After 3,000 people were added to the Church, how did the people behave?   

 

 
 
2. How is this similar or different from what we do today?  

 

 
 

 
 
Read Acts 4:32-35  
 
Discussion Questions:  
1. How does the Church act in this passage?  
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2. Do we still act this way today?  

 

 
 
3. In what ways can we improve on these actions?  

 

 
 

We know that the Church is not an event or a business. It is a living organism. The 
Church is a body. We are a family. We should be the tightest community that the world 
will ever experience. When our minds are changed to see what "real" community looks 
like, then our actions will also change. (Return to the whiteboard and write the 
following: It is not "real" community until…) 

 

Prayer 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that 
they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, 
that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

-Collect for the Unity of the Church 

 


