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Advent means arrival or coming. In this season, we anticipate the arrival of Christ at 
Christmas, but we are not quite there yet; we live in a tension. On this second Sunday 
of Advent, we meditate on the great mystery of Christ’s Incarnation and await His 
second coming in hope, just as Israel, Mary, and all of creation awaited His birth over 
two thousand years ago. The Advent Lessons and Carols Service is a uniquely Anglican 
service of song and Scripture that takes us through this grand biblical story of the fall of 
humanity, and our ultimate redemption and restoration through Christ. 

This bulletin not only provides the lyrics and music for the carols and choral anthems, 
but also gives the opportunity to pray and reflect on Christian art as you listen. We 
participate with our hearts and minds, our eyes, ears, and voice; namely, our whole 
selves.

By Jennifer Nicholson, Bulletin Designer

About the image on the front cover:

Annunciation to Mary
Date: 1508 (approximately)

Artist: Andrea Previtali, Italian, 1480 –1528

Description: This oil painting on canvas was created for the high altar of 
the church of Santa Maria Annunziata in Meschio, a district of Vittorio 

Veneto, Italy. The painting still resides in the church. ¹

All mobile telephones, pagers, and electronic devices should be turned off prior to the service. 
When you enter a St. Peter’s worship service/event, you are entering an area where photography, video, 

and audio recording may occur.

Advent Lessons & Carols | 5pm | 3 December 2023

The Fall
I. Genesis 3: 1–22

The Prophecies
II. Isaiah 11: 1–9
III. Isaiah 40: 1–5
IV. Zephaniah 3: 14–18
V. Matthew 25: 1–13
VI. John 1: 19–29
VII. Revelation 21: 1–7

The Incarnation

IX. John 1: 1–14
VIII. Luke 1: 26–35, 38
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The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds
Date: 1834

Artist: Thomas Cole, American, 1801-1848 ²

Prelude
Vance Garven, trumpet

Concerto for trumpet: II. Moderato William Lovelock

Prelude
Jonathan LaBarre & Brooke Rowntree, soloists

I Look from Afar John Brooks

I look from afar: 
And lo, I see the power of God coming, 
and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?

High and low, rich and poor, 
one with another, 

Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, 

thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Tell us, art thou he that should come? 

Stir up thy strength, O Lord, 
and come to reign over thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
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Processional Carol 54   All stand and sing.
Verse 4 sung by choir only

Savior of the Nations, Come
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Choir only

Welcome The Very Rev’d Marcus A. Kaiser, Sr.

Pealing of the Bells   Please stand.

Officiant:
People:

Light and Peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Holy Family
Date: 1973

Artist: Margret Hofheinz-Döring, German, 1910-1994 3
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The Bidding Prayer   All kneel.

Priest:

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to hear again the words of 
Holy Writ: of human nature’s sin and fall; of the prophets who foretold our salvation, of the message 
of an angel, and of the Word made flesh at Bethlehem. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture 
the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious 
Redemption brought by the coming of Jesus Christ, both long ago and soon again. And with hymns 
and songs of praise let us enter in to prepare ourselves for yet another Christmas. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for 
the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within 
this city. And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his 
name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the 
lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, 
or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before 
God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in 
a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly 
offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Priest and People:

Priest:

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

Genesis 3:1-22The First Lesson   All are seated.

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they 
heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound 
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done 
this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring 
forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 17 And to 
Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall 
eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20 The man called his 
wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the Lord God made for Adam and 
for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has 
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of 
the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol   Remain seated. 
Sung by choir.

Adam Lay Ybounden Carson Cooman

Adam Lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took. As clerkes finden written in their book.

Ne, had the apple taken been, the apple taken been; Ne had never our Lady Abeen heav’ne queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was. Therefore we moun singen, Deo, Deo, gracias!

Loose, Modern Interpretation:
Adam was bound, bound in a bond of sin. For four thousand winters humanity was bound.

And, shockingly, all of it was for a mere apple that was taken. As the clerks find written in their book.
Yet, if the fruit had never been taken, if humanity never sinned, 

then we would have never had our Lady, the Blessed Virgin Mary, nor the Christ through her.
Blessed be the time that the apple was taken, Therefore we sing, “Thanks be to God!”

Adam Lay Ybounden is an English poem of unknown authorship from the 15th century. The text 
refers to the Catholic doctrine of Limbo, where, as Church tradition held, Adam and the saints of 
the Old Testament lay bound until the coming of Christ 4,000 years later. The third verse speaks of 
the redemption of the human race through the birth of Jesus Christ by Mary who, again according 
to Church tradition, was to become the Queen of Heaven. The final verse hints at the idea of “felix 
culpa” or “happy fault.” This is the thought that the Fall of man ultimately had a positive effect as it 

brought about our redemption through the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ.
The Expulsion from the Garden of Eden

Date: 1828
Artist: William Bell Scott, Scottish, 1811-1890 4
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Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight shall be 
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 
hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the 
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 11:1-9The Second Lesson   All are seated.

The Messiah is predicted who will fulfill the covenant made with David.
Congregational Carol 56   All stand. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Date: Late 17th-Early 18th century
Artist: Wu Li, Chinese, 1632-1718

Description: Wu Li was a Christian Chinese 
painter who lived during the Qing Dynasty, 
and converted to Christianity at the age of 
43. He eventually became a Catholic priest 
and traveled around China for 30 years to 
evangelize.5
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Commentary by the Artist: “The Christ Child stands wearing a mantel of white with roses 
indicative of his complete Bliss, and oneness with nature and heavenly Joy. Here, dressed in black, 
Mary offers us a small man. She points to him because He is the Way, the Truth and the Light for us 
to follow. She is titled the Rose without Thorns and, she offers us in all his beauty and tenderness, a 
rose without thorns. He walked upon earth for a short time and now exists everywhere to be called 
upon eternally. The heart upon her breast is seen just behind the standing Christ child represent love 
and piety. The veil draped around her face is a symbol of modesty and renunciation of the world. 
Mary’s face reflects courage, sorrow and understanding. Gazing at the viewer in silence, she speaks 
volumes without words – telling us about her constant devotion to us. She is mothering her child 

and at the same time offering him to the world.” 6

Carol   Remain seated. 
Sung by the choir.
Diane Marshall, violin

The Rose Ola Gjeilo

The lily has a smooth stalk
Will never hurt your hand
But the rose upon her briar

Is lady of the land

When with moss and honey
She tips her bending briar

And half unfolds her glowing heart

There’s sweetness in an apple tree
And profit in the corn
But lady of all beauty
Is a rose upon a thorn

When with moss and honey
She tips her bending briar

And half unfolds her glowing heart
She sets the world on fire

Mary, the Rose without Thorns
Date: 2008

Artist: Mary Jane Miller 6
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1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 40:1-5The Third Lesson   All are seated.

God’s promise of comfort to His people.

Carol All are seated.
Sung by choir.
John Martin, soloist

Comfort and Every Valley
And the Glory of the Lord

George Friderick Handel

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together: 

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Isaiah 40:5

Hallelujah
Date: 2013

Artist: Mike Moyers, American
Description: : “An impression of The Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s 
Messiah. This painting depicts the scene from the book of Revelation 

referenced in Handel’s masterpiece.” 7
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Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Zephaniah 3:14-18The Fourth Lesson   All are seated.

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall 
be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17 The Lord your God is in 
your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the 
festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.

The People of God are called to rejoice at their deliverance

Pentecost
Date: 1973

Artist: Jesus Mafa, Cameroon, Africa6

Notes: “The exuberant expression of joy in this depiction 
represents the Acts story, including Mary and the women 

mentioned in Acts, Chapter 1.” 8

Congregational Carol 68   All stand and sing. Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers
The Hymnal 1982 - #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!

The Hymnal 1982 - #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!

The Hymnal 1982 - #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!

The Hymnal 1982 - #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!
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1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, 
‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 
And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him 
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 25:1-13The Fifth Lesson   All are seated.

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

Carol   Remain seated.
Sung by choir.
Alireza Tousi, soloist

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Alan Hovhaness

Watchman, tell us of the night, What its signs of promise are
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, See that glory-beaming star
Watchman, does its beauteous ray, Aught of joy or hope foretell?

Traveler, yes, it brings the day, Promised day of Israel.
Watchman, tell us of the night, Higher yet that star ascends.

Traveler, blessedness and light, Peace and truth its course portends
Watchman, will its beams alone, Gild the spot that gave them birth?

Traveler, ages are its own, See, it bursts o’er all the earth.
Watchman, tell us of the night, For the morning seems to dawn,

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, Doubt and terror are withdrawn;
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease, Hie thee to thy quiet home.

Traveler, lo, the prince of Peace, Lo, the Son of God is come Star of Bethlehem
Date: 1879

Artist: Elihu Vedder, American, 1836-1923 9
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Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Ministry of John the Baptist

John 1:19-29The Sixth Lesson   All are seated.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they had been 
sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!

Carol   Remain seated.
Sung by choir.

Agnus Dei Gabriel Fauré

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi,

dona eis requiem,
sempiternam requiem.
Lux æterna luceat eis,

luceat eis domine,
cum sanctis tuis in æternum,

quia pius es. 

O Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant them rest,
eternal rest.

May eternal light shine on them, O Lord,
with Thy saints for ever,

because Thou are merciful.

St. Vitale – Agnus Dei
Date: 521-547

Location: Basilica of San Vitale in Ravenna, Italy
Description: “Mosaic in the center of the chancel vault depicting the Lamb of God set 
against a starry, deep-blue background inside a wreath which is supported by four angels 

each standing on a blue sphere.” 10
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Congregational Carol 76   All stand and sing. On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Baptism of Christ
Date: 1455

Artist: Xač’atur
description: “This Armenian Gospel book was produced in (1455 
CE) at the monastery of Gamałiēl in Xizan by the scribe Yohannēs 

Vardapet and was illuminated by the priest Xač’atur.” 11
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1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 
the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I 
will be his God and he will be my son. 

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Revelation 21:1-7The Seventh Lesson   All are seated.

The New Heaven and the New Earth

Carol   All remain seated. 
Sung by choir.
Glenn Priest, guest organist

Seek Him that Maketh the Seven Stars Jonathan Dove

Seek Him that maketh the seven stars and Orion
and turneth the shadow of death into the morning.

Alleluia, yea, the darkness shineth as the day,
the night is light about me.

Amen.
Amos 5:8, Psalm 139

When the Morning Stars Sang Together
Date: 1804-1807

Artist: William Blake, English, 1757-1827 12 
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26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And 
the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 38 And Mary 
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her.

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 1:26-35, 38The Eighth Lesson   All are seated.

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Annunciation
Date: 1895

Artist:
Mary Alexandra

Bell Eastlake,
Canadian, 1864-1951 13 

Congregational Carol 265   All stand and sing. The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came
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Carol   All are seated.
Sung by the choir.
Glenn Priest, guest organist

Magnificat Roland Martin

My soul doth magnify the Lord
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath show’d strength with his arm

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat

and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things

and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

Annunciation to the Virgin Mary
Date: 20th Century

This stained glass window resides in the Our Lady of Pity Catholic Church in 
Swaffham, United Kingdom. 14
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

John 1:1-14The Ninth Lesson

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation

Carol   Remain seated.
Sung by choir

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Gustav Holst

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded for with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our Lord to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture in the Body and the Blood.

He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food.
Rank on rank the host of Heaven spreads his vanguard on the way. 

As the light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day.
That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.
At His feet the six-winged seraph; Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,

Alleluia Lord most High, Amen.

The Savior
Date: 1900-1905

Artist: Henry Ossawa Tanner, African-American, 1859-1937 15
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Homily The Rev’d Canon David Pucik

The Concluding Collect   All stand.

Priest:

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and come among us, and with great might succor us; that whereas, 
through our sins and wickedness, we are sorely hindered in running the race that is set before us, 
thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing

Priest:

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

O Come, All Ye FaithfulCongregational Carol 83

Donations given this evening will support the Music Ministry 
at St. Peter’s Anglican Cathedral.

Choristers, in red and white robes will be standing at the 
doors to receive any donations as you exit.
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Postlude Sing We Now of Christmas Marcel Dupré

The Dismissal

Deacon:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

please join us for a reception immediately following the postlude

Nativity of Christ
Date: 1597

Artist: Federigo Barocci, Spain, 1528-1612 17

Note: “This drawing shows the centrality of Jesus in his composition: around the boy, the straw; 
straw around the floor; at the edges of the frame, the animals; at the edges of the paper, darkness. 
Light streaks radiate from the boy, the light was in him and this was the light of men. The shades 
of red were used a lot with the intention of creating a warm atmosphere, the birth of Jesus is the 

measure of God’s love for us.” 16

Manger
Date: 2021

Artist: Liz Valente, Brazilian



38 39

We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate the birth 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ!

To learn more about Advent & Christmas 
at St. Peter’s, visit 
StPetersFL.com
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